
Submitted by Guillaume Povie 

A Novel Route to the Marasmane Skeleton 
Problem: 
 

 
 
1) Propose a mechanism for this transformation. 
 
2) Envisage a sequence to prepare the starting silyl enol ether from simple 
substrates. You may consider the following intermediate:  
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Solution: 
1) MeMgI in an apolar solvent is a Lewis acid 

 
 
 
2) 
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    Et3N, xylene


